Manure and Biosolids
Management Program
For Ontario Licensed Applicators

Improving Soil Health through
Investments in Nutrient Application

Manure and Biosolids Management Program

Eligibility Criteria

Phosphorus is a key nutrient available in both manure and biosolids. While vital to agricultural crop growth, phosphorus must
remain on the field. When this nutrient leaves the field through runoff water or soil erosion, it is no longer available to support
crop production. Instead, it may enter nearby watercourses where it is highly detrimental to water quality.

The program is available to licensed, custom applicators throughout Ontario. The business or individual completing the project
must have either:

Improving the management of phosphorus and decreasing losses from farm fields is a key priority under the Manure and
Biosolids Management Program (MBMP). Increased production efficiencies can be achieved by supporting an assortment of
BMPs, including precise and innovative spreading techniques.
As a custom manure and/or biosolids applicator in Ontario, you have the opportunity to take advantage of financial incentives
to contribute to soil health and water quality improvements. The MBMP provides cost-share funding of 60%, up to a cap of
$25,000 per eligible custom applicator business for BMPs.

1) an up-to-date Nutrient Application Technician License and/or
2) an up-to-date Prescribed Materials Application Business License.

Eligible Invoice Dates

Applications can be submitted to:

Eligible project invoices must be dated between:
November 1, 2017 and January 15, 2018.

Email: MBMP@ontariosoilcrop.org
Fax: 519-826-4603
Mail: Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
1 Stone Road West
Guelph, ON
N1G 4Y2

Funding for the Manure and Biosolids Management Program (MBMP) is provided by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) through Growing Forward 2 (GF2), a comprehensive federalprovincial-territorial initiative. MBMP is delivered by the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OSCIA).

Project completion and claim submission
deadline: January 15, 2018.

MBMP supports manure and/or biosolids application
Best Management Practices targeted at:

Steps to Apply

•
•
•
•

Reducing the risk of phosphorus loss from farm fields
Increasing the precision of nutrient applications
Reducing soil compaction
Increasing flexibility in timing of nutrient application with innovative spreading practices such as
slurry seeding or in crop applications during the growing season

1.
2.
3.
4.

Submit your application form to OSCIA.
You will be notified by OSCIA in writing as to whether your proposed project has received a cost-share allocation.
If your application is approved, complete your project by January 15, 2018.
Submit your Claim Form, invoices, and proof of payment to OSCIA by January 15, 2018.

Don’t have access to the internet? Call the OSCIA Guelph Office directly at 226-706-8669 and request a paper copy of the
desired form(s) be mailed to you.

Have a question?
Get in touch with us! Call 226-706-8669 or
send an email to MBMP@ontariosoilcrop.org.
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Supported Best Management Practices
60% cost-share, to a maximum of $25,000
per eligible business
1. Customization of Spreading Equipment
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flow regulators
Agitators
Choppers and macerators
Injectors and openers
Hoses
Vertical beater bars

2. Customization for In-Crop Manure
and/or Biosolids Applications
•
•
•
•

Customization of tool bars to allow narrow, shallow injections
Customization of tool bars to create dribble bars
Purchase of specialized shanks and knives
Purchase of pre-fabricated specialized tool bars

3. Precision Application
•
•

•
•

Purchase and installation of GPS mapping systems (limit of one per business)
Purchase and installation of rate monitors, flow sensors,
and flow meters (limit of one per business)
Purchase of necessary software
Purchase of specialized shanks and knives

4. Slurry Seeding
•
•

•

Purchase of units that feed cover crop seed directly into manure or biosolids
Design and fabrication costs of prototype units that feed cover crop seed directly into
manure or biosolids
Design and fabrication of customized equipment that allows cover crop seed to be spread and
during a manure or biosolids application

5. Reduce Soil Compaction
•
•

Purchase of mechanisms to deflate tires on manure application equipment at the field edge
Purchase of flotation tires (limit of one set per tractor and one set per manure tanker)

6. Innovative Approaches to Manure and Biosolids Management
•

•
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For implementing management practices that are not yet used in Ontario, that will demonstrate significant
advancements in manure and biosolids management.
Submit the BMP-6 Innovative Approaches to Manure and Biosolids Management Form in addition to the
application form to apply for this BMP category.
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Ineligible Expenses

Program Rules
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

A business may apply for more than one BMP; however, the
maximum MBMP cost-share contribution per business is
$25,000 for the 2017-2018 program year.
Participation in previous programs will not impact eligibility
or funding limits in the Manure and Biosolids Management
Program.
This program is available to licensed, custom applicators in all
areas of the province of Ontario.
All applicable authorization, permits, and approvals are the
responsibility of the business.
Each application should identify only one BMP. Do not combine
several proposed BMPs in the same application.
When determining the total estimated cost of the project, obtain
quotes and accurate figures for all applicable materials, services,
equipment, and in-kind contributions. Gross overestimates lead to
funding dollars being unnecessarily allocated and can limit
opportunities for other businesses. Please be clear in your
descriptions.
If the project is initiated before receiving final approval of an
allocation from OSCIA, you do so at the risk of forfeiting the
cost-share if all terms and conditions are not satisfied.
Cost-share funding will be allocated on a first-come, first-served
basis to approved projects, up to the total funding available for
MBMP. There is no guarantee that all eligible applications received
will receive cost-share support.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Any equipment modifications or customizations
that do not support improved application of manure/
biosolids to reduce risks to soil health or water
quality.
Purchase of tractors/propelling units to pull
application equipment.
Purchase of self-propelled spreading units (for
example: Terragators).
Purchase of horizontal beater bars.
Maintenance costs for any equipment.
Warranties for equipment or components used to
modify equipment.
Design and fabrication costs of more than one
single prototype unit for any innovative application
method (for example: slurry seeding units,
customized spreading equipment).
Purchase of cellular phones, data plans, and other
communications tools.
Costs of GPS systems in quantities that exceed one
per business.
Costs of rate monitors, flow sensors and flow
metres that exceed one per business.
Projects completed prior to November 1, 2017.

In-Kind Contribution Policy
•

•
•

Proof of Payment for
Claiming Cost-Share

•

•

When claiming costs, OSCIA requires acceptable forms of
proof of payment, including:
•
•
•
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An electronic image of the processed cheque along with
a vendor invoice
A statement from your banking institution along with a
vendor invoice
A credit card receipt or statement along with a
vendor invoice

•

The applicant’s in-kind labour, up to a maximum of $1,500 as supported by an In-Kind Claim Declaration Form and reported
on the Project Claim Form, may be considered eligible for cost-share. Reasonable hours of labour invested by the applicant,
his/her dependents, and business partner(s) may be claimed.
The maximum allowable labour rate is $20 per hour. OSCIA will make a final determination on what a reasonable number of
hours claimed is based on the BMP being implemented and the nature of the work performed.
If a business plans to claim in-kind contributions, accurate estimates must be reflected in the total project cost submitted
with the MBMP Application. If actual project costs exceed the original estimate, there is absolutely no obligation by OSCIA to
extend cost-share to the additional costs.
When making a project claim for in-kind contributions, the figure added to the Claim Form must be supported by an In-Kind
Claim Declaration Form which details specific hours worked, dates the work was performed, and the hourly rate(s) charged.
The In-Kind Claim Declaration Form will be provided to applicants upon receiving final project approval.
Eligible in-kind contributions will be considered equivalent to cash payments for purchased services. As such, the cost-share
percentage and program funding cap will also be applied to the eligible in-kind contributions when calculating the final cost
share contribution for the completed project.
The applicant’s signature on the Claim Form declares that the information contained in the claim is true and accurate.
In-kind contributions provided to the project after submission of the Project Claim Form are not eligible for cost-share.

Eligible In-Kind Costs:
• Applicant or applicant’s business partner

Ineligible In-Kind Costs:
• Applicant’s employee
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Limits of Funding
Cost-share is available to new projects initiated on or after November 1, 2017. No cost-share will be offered
for project invoices issued before this date. To receive cost-share, all projects must be complete and operational with the
Claim Form received in the OSCIA Guelph office by January 15, 2018. OSCIA reserves the right to perform a project
inspection at a mutually agreeable time, prior to the claim being processed.
2. Participation in GF2 or other OSCIA delivered cost-share programs over previous years by the business does not effect the
allowable contribution available for the Manure and Biosolids Management Program.
3. All invoices for approved projects must comply with the eligible invoice dates (November 1, 2017 to January 15, 2018).
4. Stacking of MBMP contributions towards the same project by two or more applicants is not permissible.
5. Only invoices from vendors or service providers directly involved with the item or service purchased by the approved party
will be accepted with the project claim.
6. All invoices that support materials or services provided to a project must originate with companies or individuals not in any
way associated through ownership with the business making the project claim. All eligible invoices must match the
business name identified on the Application Form.
7. OSCIA reserves the right to require additional documentation and ultimately accept or reject submitted project invoices and
proof of payment for cost-share consideration.
8. The business shall ensure that the total cost-share assistance from all sources, including other government or non
government programs, for eligible expenses shall not exceed 100 percent. The business is required to identify (at the time
the claim is submitted) all other sources of funding for eligible project expenses.
9. Across all BMP categories, HST is not an eligible expense.
10. Hand and power tools and attachments are not eligible for cost-share. Maintenance and extended warranties are
not eligible.
11. OSCIA will not accept additional applications once the total funding available for the program has been committed. The
funds will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.
12. All applicable information on the Manure and Biosolids Management Program Application Form must be complete before it
is submitted to OSCIA Guelph. If OSCIA Guelph office considers an Application Form to be incomplete, OSCIA reserves the
right to return the form in its entirety to the applicant. Only proposed projects deemed to be complete by OSCIA Guelph
office will be considered for cost-share.
13. If the applicant goes ahead with the project prior to receiving final approval to proceed from OSCIA Guelph office, they do
so at the risk of forfeiting the cost-share if all terms and conditions are not satisfied.
14. The information presented is the best available at the time of printing. Check with OSCIA for applicable updates. Material is
subject to change without notice as the cost-share program evolves.
15. If a proposed project receives an allocation, the same project is not eligible for other funding programs delivered by OSCIA.
16. Hourly wages and benefits of seasonal and full-time employees of the business are not eligible for cost-share.
17. Financing charges and loan interest payments are not eligible for cost-share.
1.

The views expressed herein are solely those of Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Government of Ontario or the Government of Canada.

